Jejunal free autograft: analysis of complications and their resolution.
Review of 101 patients who underwent 111 free jejunal autografts has demonstrated an absolute procedural failure rate of 13.5 percent. Salvage reconstruction with a second jejunum was successful in six of nine patients and one third-time jejunum was successful, giving an overall salvage rate of 70 percent. There were 33 patients experiencing pharyngocutaneous fistulas, 20 of whom had been previously irradiated. Of these patients, 15 experienced spontaneous closure and 9 others had successful surgical correction. The mortality rate was 5 percent. Eighty-three percent of patients were restored to adequate per oral alimentation. The jejunum, despite its relatively high complication rate, is an excellent method for pharyngoesophageal reconstruction, expeditiously providing return to function for patients with late-stage disease.